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What is pruning??



Pruning is the removal of a 
plant part for:
• Aesthetics
• Plant Heath
• Rejuvenation
• Safety



PRUNE WITH A PURPOSE

• Train the plant

• To improve the quality of 
flowers, foliage or stems

• Obtain balance between old 
growth new growth, and 
flowering

• To correct or improve shape



Shrubs

La Quinta









• Removing more than 25% of 
the live crown causes stress 
to the tree or shrub

• The biological response is to 
produce more leaves

• Repeated shearing results in 
branches having leaves only 
at the tip

• Energy required to seal over 
pruning wounds can be at 
the expense of a plant’s 
ability to overcome stress

Understanding Plant Biology

Schuch, U.K. (2009).  Pruning Shrubs in the Low and Mid-

Elevation Deserts in Arizona. 

http://cals.arizona.edu/pubs/garden/az1499.pdf







Shearing is not 
pruning Cassia



White Texas Sage







Cassia



Texas Sage



Texas Sage



Committee Recommendation:
Rejuvenation



Rejuvenating = Plant Renewal

• Thin branch number

• Branches cut back to plant base

• New growth near the base or 
interior of the plant

• Reduce excessive top growth

• ~30% of LQ shrubs to receive 
gradual rejuvenation

Unpruned Shrub Gradual
Rejuvenation

Gradual

Restoring Overgrown Shrubs



Full Rejuvenation Pruning

• Cut all branches 6” - 12” above ground

• ~30% of LQ shrubs to receive full rejuvenation



PRUNING TOOLS



Full
Rejuvenation

Example





Pruned Back to ~10” in Height



1 month later





Texas Ranger
Leucophyllum candidum
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Texas Ranger
Leucophyllum candidum



Ruella, Mexican Petunia
Ruella brittoniana



Ruella, Mexican Petunia
Ruella brittoniana



Lantana
Lantana camara



Lantana
Lantana camara



Lantana
Lantana camara



Lantana
Lantana camara

Not Renovated

Renovated



HOW TO PRUNE
1. Remove all dead, broken, diseased 

or crossing branches.

2. Branches should be removed at 

their point of  origin – a lateral 

branch, the main trunk 

or at ground level.  

These pruning cuts

should be flush.

Do not leave stubs!



Terminal and Axillary Buds



Terminal and Axillary Buds





Please do NOT leave stubs!

NO!



HOW TO PRUNE
3. When removing small twigs or stems

make pruning cuts approximately 

¼ inch above and angled away from

a live bud.

Too close Too far

away

Too flat Correct









Shearing Yucca 

Plants is NOT 

advised!



Watch for girdling 

young trees with 

string trimmers!




